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The Ozark Plateau Chapter of Quail Forever has
reported their year end work, including the use of
x matching cost-share funds with the Missouri De-
58 = partment of Conservation. This chapter works very

24 5 . closely with Private Land Services Division of
MDC. The local PLC’s and the chapter will be pro-
viding QF Cooperator signs to all the landowners
who participated in this program

Those PLC’s involved with these projects in-
cluded:

Mark Hutchings — Mt. Vernon, Matt Curry —
Springfield, Andy Humble — Ozark, Mike Petersen
— Cassville

Total amount spent - $17,733.85
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Quail Habitat Manipulated Included:

1.0 acres (edge feathering)

3 structures (downed tree structures —DTS)
27.7 acres (woody cover control)

68.5 acres (fescue conversion)

58.5 acres (NWSG)

5,000 feet (firebreak establishment)

6.1 acres (8 covey headquarters and 9,225
shrubs)
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Quail don't care who creates the habitat that
they live in. They just want good bare ground
and some nice warm season grasses to nest in.
In Bland Missouri, quail are living in some great
habitat created by Quail Forever, the Missouri
Department of Conservation, and the Missouri
Waste Coalition. This unique partnership was
offered to us from Mitch Stepro, of Fred Weber,
Inc. in St. Louis. Mitch wanted to help offset the
carbon footprint of the Missouri Waste Coalition
Conference at the Lake of the Ozarks by part-
nering with Quail Forever to do some quail habi-
tat work—native warm season grass plantings to
be specific. Mitch has been a longtime supporter
of PF and QF and is in fact, the new chapter
president of the Gateway QF chapter—I’'m sure
you've seen their name in the past QF Journal.

We have at least one more pending pro-
ject with the Missouri Waste Coalition to do
some more native warm season grass plantings.
This unique partnership is beneficial not only to
quail but also to the great landowners who can
use every bit of cost-share help available. We
appreciate the hard work of PLC Kyle Lairmore
and landowners Bruce and Jan Sassman for
their unceasing hard work and interest in native
plants and quail recovery. If you'll remember
from the state meeting, Bruce and Jan are really
renovating an old cattle farm into a fantastic ex-
ample of prairie/woodland habitat in the Ozark
borders.
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Quiail researchers in Kentucky have

been looking into the Surrogator®

unit for raising and releasing quail

with the intent of re-stocking or pro-

viding quail to hunt. Results from

other states have proven to be simi-
lar to this research reported below—overall, a
negative response by hunters. Though I am only
reporting the hunting results from 2009 in the
Kentucky program, you can send me an email
and I'll shoot you the full preliminary results from
the biologist running this program.

277 Quail Released (duly, August, October)
Fall Hunt Data 2009

18 November 2009 5 total hunters

5 total dogs 2 hours = 10 manhours
0 birds observed/flushed 0 birds shot
*According to survey provided to hunters follow-
ing the hunt, 100% of hunters were either
“unsatisfied” or “highly unsatisfied” with the num-
ber of coveys flushed.

Again, if you want to review the prelimi-
nary data in full, which does include several
years of data, whistle counts, and trapping re-
sults, you can shoot me an email.

As many of you are aware, there is a lot of tur-
moil occurring in the world of the Quail NGO’s
(non governmental organizations). You can do
your own research on the happenings on the
internet, as | will not get into speculations here.
What | do propose to do here is to wel-
come any new Quail Forever members to the
fold. As chapters of QU are dissolving, and a
new organization is forming—many chapters out
there are wondering where to go with their quail
service. We would love to have some of those
chapters on board here in Missouri to strengthen
our statewide efforts as well as to improve our
lobbying ability on the national level with more




members. If you know of any Quail Unlimited
chapters that you think would fit in well in our or-
ganization, | urge you to give them a call today.
Your personal story of success with Quail For-
ever is the best testimony that we have.

We currently have welcomed the Ozark
Border Chapter of Quail Unlimited to the Four
Rivers Chapter of Quail Forever. We are working
with several other chapters in the state as well to
see if their interest in quail habitat recovery
matches up with our way of doing business.

* *

Chapters across the state will be setting up
booths at sportshows in local communities from
now until March. I’'m going to give you a few
good tips on how to be more successful as you
compete with other agencies/groups to get folks
to pay attention at your booth.

Tips and Tricks for Better Interaction at
Sportshows

- Have a raffle item to sell tickets for (guns
work well)
Have a give-away prize (have folks enter
their email address—then you get to use
that for banquet invites later)
Provide a candy handout—smarties, choco-
late, whatever... it gets people to stop
Provide handouts (memberships forms tai-
lored for your chapter) with information on
your upcoming events and who they can
contact to become more involved in QF/PF
Provide an attractive display—a pair of
guail is great as an “interest” item—just be
sure you have all your necessary permits to
have the quail there (I also have two QF
displays that are available for chapters to
check out) - have a good QF sign—the ver-
tical signs available at printmax are great.

Staff the booth with outgoing chapter mem-
bers who like to visit (your best ticket sell-
ers are great booth folks)

Make sure your staffers get time off to go
around and see the areas too.

Provide QF/PF Journals—if you don’t want
to buy them at National, then just bring in a
few of your own copies and label them “Do
Not Take.”

Signage needs to be UP HIGH, it does no
good to have signs at table level—since the
people will be crowded around and you
won't be able to see a sign that is table
level.

Pick up some “On the Edge” brochures and
some Quail Calendars from the Missouri
Department of Conservation if you have
early winter sportshows.

Be sure to get your tickets to Pheasant Fest
ASAP as many hotels are filling up fast. This
sportshow and educational seminar program-
ming is one of the finest to attend for folks inter-
ested in upland hunting.

The Birddog Bonanza is
a sight to see, with
breeds of hunting dogs
that | haven't even heard
of. Seminars on quail
habitat, winter pheasant
habitat, hunting spots,
dog training, dog emer-
gency field care, etc. are
all at Pheasant Fest. To
get more information on
Pheasant Fest, just turn

1240 County Road 1198
the page.

Excello, MO 65247

egallagher@quailforever.org







