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As many of you know, the USDA is conducting 
meetings across the US in order to find out what 
the public thinks of CRP and Farm Bill Policy. 
Since these items directly affect one of your favor-
ite pastimes, that of quail and pheasant hunting, 
we at Quail Forever and Pheasants Forever urge 
you to send comments in right now. Your opinions 
can help make the difference for bobwhite quail in 
Missouri and across the range of the bird. 
 The comments below were provided by 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever’s Vice 
President of Government Affairs for the upcom-
ing USDA CRP Listening Meetings to be held in 
the immediate future. Unfortunately, we do not 
have a Missouri location, though our sister chap-
ters in Kansas have attended the event on Sept. 
23 in Manhattan, Ks.  Dave has provided some 
guidance on how to compose a letter to send in to 
USDA to provide your input. Dave is working 
hard on the items below in D.C. and it is extremely 

important that Missourians are asking for similar 
CRP program improvements. Dave's Comments: 
 It’s important that we hear from sportsmen, 
landowners, business owners, and anyone with 
their individual views in support of CRP.  Com-
ments don’t need to be detailed and lengthy to be 
effective.  Participants should tell them who they 
are, what they do, and why CRP is important to 
them.  Here’s a few suggestions for key elements 
of statements: 
·  USDA needs to tell Congress they want an 
 expanded CRP of at least 40million acres 
 (PF/QF will be asking for 45 million acres) 
· USDA needs to announce plans for general 

signups and landowners need information 
about extensions to existing contracts  

· CRP SAFE or CP-38’s should have a nation-
wide goal of 1 million acres and CRP CP-33’s 
should be doubled to 500,000 acres 

· Individual success stories are important – if 
your state is shut down on SAFE or CP-33’s 
tell USDA why the program is working well and 
that you need the practices available continu-
ously. (We could use more acres in Missouri) 

· All CCRP practices should be made available 
to all expiring contract holders and USDA 
should set a goal of capturing as many acres 
as possible in buffers and SAFE 

· USDA should fund and implement a CRP walk-
in access payment program. 

Anyone who enjoys CRP should take a few min-
utes to make their voices heard as part of this 
process by submitting a statement.  It’s critical that 
we show a strong grassroots support base for one 
of the bobwhite quail’s favorite farm bill pro-
gram!  Input will be used to guide implementation 
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and be important as we work toward our goals of 
more acres on the ground for quail recovery ef-
forts in Missouri. 
 To download a copy of the form to send 
in, please go to www.showmequail.org. The link 
to the form is available on the front page of the 
website. 
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 Survival and Reproduction of Pen-Reared vs 
Translocated Wild Pheasants Phasianus colchicus  
David D. Musil, John W. Connelly 
 
Wildlife Biology March 2009 : Vol. 15, Issue 1, pg( s) 80-
88 
Abstract 
We compared rates of two different ring-necked 
pheasant Phasianus colchicus stocks (pen-
reared and wild) and assessed effects of preda-
tor control on these pheasants released into cur-
rent range. Wild (31 males and 112 females) and 
pen-reared (230 males and 1,059 females) ring-
necked pheasants were released in spring into 
two areas in southern Idaho during 2000–2001 
to augment low resident populations. Wild fe-
male survival (value ± 95% CI) from 1 March-1 
October was significantly greater than that of 
pen-reared females in both 2000 (0.40 ± 0.14, N 
= 62 vs 0.04 ± 0.07, N = 49) and 2001 (0.43 ± 
0.16, N = 40 vs 0.08 ± 0.10, N = 40). Of 134 
documented deaths of radio-marked female 
pheasants, 54% were due to unknown predation, 
26% to mammalian predators, 12% to avian 
predators, 4% to natural causes, and 4% were 
human caused. Wild females had a 0.23 ± 0.09 
(N=88) nesting rate and pen-reared females 
0.28 ± 0.18 (N = 25).  
 During 2001, predators were removed 
within our study areas. Survival of wild male 
pheasants increased after predator removal 
(0.20 ± 0.35, N = 6 vs 0.70 ± 0.28, N = 10), but 
survival did not increase for either stock of fe-
male pheasants after predator removal. Predator 
control did not increase the number of hens sur-

viving to reach the nesting season (1 May), nest-
ing rate or nest success. Wild female pheasants 
were seven times  more likely to survive translo-
cation to 1 October, 10 times  more likely to sur-
vive to the nesting season, eight times  more 
productive, and one-third as expensive per egg 
hatched than pen-reared females. Low survival, 
poor productivity and higher costs of spring-
released pen-reared female pheasants strongly 
suggest that this is an inappropriate manage-
ment tool for increasing pheasant numbers. 
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L.A.F. is short for the Legislative Action Fund, a 
Fund that our Quail Forever and Pheasants For-
ever staff and volunteers use to travel to D.C. 
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and lobby for quail and pheasant habitat dollars. 
Currently, the debate on CRP is going strong. 
It’s a good time for us to voice our opinions, per-
sonally and also as a part of a larger conserva-
tion group.  
 Speaking on behalf of CRP and wildlife 
habitat (and especially quail habitat) were How-
ard Vincent (right), PF’s CEO, Kim Price 
(center), QF’s board of Directors and editor of 
the CoveyRise magazine, and Jim Wooley, QF’s 
V.P. and field representative. The trio attended 
many meetings, including meeting with senators 
on the Farm Bill debate.  
 Missouri is about to kick off our “NO 
CHAPTER Left BEHIND” push for all chapters in 
the state to participate in the L.A.F. this year. We 
need you now more than ever! Don’t forget to 
send in your CRP comments ASAP.����
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The “Preferred Chapter Bonus Buys” flyer was 
emailed to chapter leaders on October 1st  using 
their new PF/QF chapter email ac-
counts. Preferred chapters are those that have 
already purchased this year's banquet package 
and “bonus buys” represent $66,000 worth of 
PF/QF merchandise we are closing out for only 
$17,000.   In fact, some items are marked down 
by as much as 75% from original pricing.     
  We will start taking orders as soon as this 
is emailed on the 1st (absolutely nothing can be 
ordered before this is sent via email to chap-
ters, and once these items are sold they are 
gone for good - no back orders), so please  
watch your PF/QF email for the official an-
nouncement.  This is a first come-first served 
deal, all sales are final and limited to existing 
quantities.  We are expecting sales to be brisk, 
so if a chapter is thinking about ordering some of 
the bonus buys it would be best if they had their 
banquet package ordered already and have a 
organized list of the items they would like to or-
der.  Chapters need to make their orders via 
phone to the National Office Merchandise        

Department. 
There is an abundance of $3.00 caps, shirts un-
der $5.00 (polos) and many other items. 

���	���)���	��*+������	��&�	�����	���)���	��*+������	��&�	�����	���)���	��*+������	��&�	�����	���)���	��*+������	��&�	��
&�,	����(��&�,	����(��&�,	����(��&�,	����(��� ���

Shortly before heading to Nebraska for a staff 
meeting, I was able to make it to the Jeff City/
California area to the Moreau Valley Chapter’s 
youth dove hunt. The chapter had 12 kids lined 
up for the event and had a great turnout. They 
had 3 stations set up at the Sportsmen’s Club; 
shooting clays, the mock hunt, and an indoor 
portion with the laser shot. After the kids hit the 
Sportsmen’s Club, they headed out to shoot 
some doves. The kids had a great time and the 
chapter volunteers enjoyed the day as well. 
 The exciting thing for me to see was the 
chapter using the “mock quail hunt” that Rich 
Wissink taught the chapters how to use at the 
state meeting. It was great to see the hunt in ac-
tion and to see how great a job this chapter did 
at really making this station a real learning ex-
perience for the kids. The two landowners, Mike 
Hubbard and Michael Rex were especially good 
actors! 
 The best part, in my opinion, was watch-
ing the kids ask the landowner for permission to 
hunt. It was also interesting to watch when they 
had to approach the second landowner about 
retrieving a dead bird on his property (that was 
posted). It was a great experience for the kids. 
Just watching them buy tags and shells, ask the 
landowner for permission to hunt on his place, 
go through the parking lot full of trash, and then 
actually “hunt” with zones of fire and then to end 
it with a talk with the landowner of the posted 
property. I think those kids really learned a lot 
about how to approach these issues. 
 Ohh, and the kids had a blast at the ac-
tual dove hunting portion of the day too! 
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National Hunting 
and Fishing Day 
was a great suc-
cess at the Reed 
Area in Kansas 
City. Many groups 
showed up to 
show their support 
for outdoor activi-
ties. Rooster Cog-
burn, Quail For-
ever’s first life 
m e m b e r  d o g 
wowed the kids 
with a display on 
“pointing pigeons.” 
Over 300 kids 

showed up with and 
without their families, for 
a total of 500 partici-
pants. In the picture 
above, you can see a 
young lady and Rooster 
watching a pigeon fly 
away. The picture below 
shows  two youngsters 
holding the dog waiting 
their turn to flush the pi-
geons.  
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The many, many youth events scheduled this 
year are well on the way, with at least 3 com-
pleted youth hunts already this fall and several 
more to come. Please remember to fill out the 
Firearms Event Insurance form and then after 
the hunt, the event report. Both are located on 
the www.showmequail.org site under “Chapter” 
and “Youth.” The event reports gets you in a 
drawing for a gun this year in addition to provid-
ing me with the needed information and youth 

hunting statistics from our chapter events. Fill 
one out for every event you have this year. The 
Firearms Insurance form needs to be sent in 
prior to your event. The insurance costs you 
nothing, but you need to send the form in before 
the event.  
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 If you haven’t had the dogs out already, 
it’s getting pretty late to expect them to be ready 
prior to the season. Remember that the best way 
to exercise a dog is to do the closest thing to 
which you expect them to do in the field. For my 
pointers, the tune-up consists of running through 
the fields. Many folks are blessed to have ATV’s 
to road their dogs with. Not us, we just take them 
on long walks through the adjacent conservation 
area. For the retrievers, some field exercise, but 
mostly we concentrate on retrieving in the water.  
Our dogs are up to an hour and a half of heavy 
running each day for 5-6 days per week. We 
started this summer with swimming and running 
and have totally switched to just running at this 
time of the year.  
 Hydration is very 
important as you move 
into the hunting fields. 
Carry water for your 
dogs if you don’t know 
whether it will be avail-
able to them or not.  One 
easy tip is to carry a 
flexible (or even a hard) 
Frisbee to use to water 
the dogs in as you’re 
hunting. They are light-
weight, slip right into 
your vest and they work 
very well to water dogs. 
Elsa Gallagher 
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1240 County Road 1198 

Excello, MO 65247 
 

egallagher@quailforever.org 


